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Dos Passos, John 
The Head and Heart Thomas Jefferson 
Doubleday. Jan. 21, 1954. 442p. $5.00. 


represent the world which Thomas Jefferson lived 
and acted seems have been the objective John Dos 
Passos this interesting volume, and that was his 
aim may fairly said that has achieved it. 
the absence any introductory remarks, one can only 
conjecture that this was the well-known novelist’s basic 
idea, although the publisher’s remarks the dust 
jacket quote with approval the words Max Eastman, 
the effect that Dos Passos has here revived the per- 
sonality Jefferson relating story after story about 
the persons whose lives touched the builder Monti- 
cello. 


The method employed surely difficult and delicate 
one. must have called for unusual carefulness 
development, well long and thoughtful deter- 
mination its initial choice and continued employ- 
ment. Out the multitudes details which were 
available Dos Passos, has chosen those which 
feels best illustrate the kind society which the 
Jeffersonian tradition was begun. The account ends, 
somewhat abruptly, before Jefferson’s election the 
presidency, but Dos Passos leaves little room for doubt 
that all the essentials the Jeffersonian system had 
already been determined. 


The book divided into six portions, the first which 
describes the general atmosphere into which the infant 
Thomas Jefferson would introduced: This atmos- 
phere first physical geographical one—and Dos 
Passos follows the same pattern throughout—and then 
intellectual and psychological one. one element 
stressed the exclusion undue subordination 
any other, and sort tapestry therefore emerges. 
Against this tapestry might expected that Jeffer- 
son would placed rather bold relief. This, how- 
ever, where the method the book begins indicate 
that this means ordinary biography. 


Jefferson does appear, sure, and occupies some 
considerable space each the remaining five sections 
the book. But while recognizable the most im- 
central figure each, does not assume 
completely free disengaged position. not placed 
the kind perspective which would require the 
diminution distortion any other figure; hence, one 
emerges from the book with the feeling that knows 
great deal more about life America from about 
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1750 about 1800, but scarcely that knows much 
more about Jefferson individual. 


would possible fall back upon well-used 
phrase, and refer the welter facts, figures, and 
personalities, the number these employed Dos 
Passos might tempt one do. The implication here 
might unpleasant one, however, and this far 
from unpleasant mixture eighteenth-century in- 
formation. Some complaints might legitimately 
raised against the wealth detail which adduced 
about the career James Watt, about the Indian- 
and-mountain explorations Peter Jefferson, about 
the society Williamsburg the 1760’s, about any 
number other things. the other hand, someone 
particularly interested Thomas Jefferson indi- 
vidual might legitimately object the vagueness 
much the information about him—e.g., the actual 
number his children, the actual, rather than the 
suppositious, part played young lawyer the 
colonial capital Virginia. 


Such cavillings would tend miss the real value 
Dos Passos’ efforts, however. For pictures the society 
Jefferson’s time, whether not the society being 
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investigated reference the third president, this 
volume should prove handy, colorful, and accurate. 
For assistance understanding Jefferson’s attitudes and 
actions, should likewise assistance. Its style 
good, though sometimes too much packed with detail, 
and its index excellent. does not quite reveal 
all there known about Jefferson’s head and 
heart, makes commendable effort that direction, 
and accomplishes much good while doing so. The one 
drawback unqualified recommendation the 
work what seems this writer excessive col- 
loquialism. Contractions abound, even the biblio- 
graphical note, and these sometimes strike most un- 
pleasantly the sensibilities one used the kind 
style more harmony with the diligent scholarship 
which went into the making this book. 


Sister Marie Carolyn, O.P., 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Hunt, Sir John The Conquest Everest 
With chapter the final assault Sir Edmund Hillary. 
Foreword H.R.H. the Duke Edinburgh. Dutton. Jan. 
25, 1954. 300p. $6.00. 

May 29, 1953, the final chapter living story 
that had been several decades the making, was writ- 
ten when Sir Edmund Hillary, New Zealander bee- 
keeper, and Tenzing, the Sherpa hillman, reached the 
summit Mount Everest, 29,002 feet above sea level. 
that dramatic moment the dream many moun- 
tain climbers, some whom had been injured and 
sacrificed previous failures, was finally fulfilled. 


Several days ago Hillary and some his companions 
arrived New York for lecture tour this country; 
motion picture thrilling audiences with the story 
and now, complete the record, have this written 
version the notable adventure the leader the 
expedition. all, job well done, con- 
sideration the fact that the book was written one 
momentous undertaking, unimpassioned, unemotional, 
and without the slightest touch the melodramatic. 
some, this complete formality and impersonality 
might come big disappointment, since the reader 
really never does get know these men individuals. 
And yet, Hunt constantly emphasizes, the essential 
feature the expedition was its remarkable spirit 
teamwork. Consequently, one individual—only the 
group whole—stands out, even that moment 
when only two men stood the summit triumph. 


order present the role his expedition proper 
perspective, Sir John Hunt introduces brief reference 
the many attempts climb Everest over the last 
thirty years. And anxious stress over and over 
the indebtedness the work these earlier moun- 
taineers from other parts the world. His book then 
traces minute detail each step toward the goal: the 
remote planning and preparations, the testing equip- 
ment, the selection the team, the trip India, 
Nepal, then the base camp and last training areas. 
During the ascent itself series camps had set 
the men crossed the glaciers, chasms, and the 
icefall, making their way along the slopes the West- 
ern Cwn, Mount Lhotse and across the South Col, 


saddle running between Lhotse and Everest. The ninth 
camp, established Everest itself, the point from 
which Hillary and Tenzing made the final push, 
excellently described Hillary’s chapter. 


There little that the armchair mountain climber can 
offer except word praise for these men and their 
great undertaking. While may not overimpressed 
Hunt’s precise and “cold” presentation, and the 
real mountaineer will rewarded factual account 
remarkable accomplishment. And this case, 
the accomplishment that the story. that score 
Hunt has done spendid job. 


Appendices furnish the reader with 
nical details, while some fine photographs color and 
black-and-white, maps and sketches enliven the course 
another man’s achievements. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Knox, Ronald Off the Record 
Sheed Ward. Jan. 27, 1954. 176p. $2.50. 

The urbane and erudite Monsignor Knox this little 
volume culls from his correspondence 
which illustrate various aspects Catholic doctrine, 
about which was questioned. informal but 
definite manner disposes with authority and charm 
some the difficulties and doubts which assail both 
Catholics and non-Catholics about the Church. The 
range his answers considerable, from explana- 
tion the omnipotence God, the virtue 
ism, discussion indulgences and the concepts 
Heaven and Hell, cite but few. are treated 
briefly, succinctly and forcefully, clarifying particu- 
lar the Church’s teaching. 

His answers are not only informative but also 
lating, for has the art compressing terse and 
cogent manner arresting explanation; for instance, 
treating that difficulty about salvation outside the 
Church, says, “Such people are saved because they 
are Roman Catholics without knowing it. They are 
not saved because they are Anglicans, because they 
are Presbyterians.” 

the above quotation might suggest, most the 
respondence answered for the English, although there 
are few Americans who also wrote him; yet 
spite some restricted allusions, there nothing these 
replies that would not intelligible the average, 
educated American; and there considerable content 
which will benefit not only for the laity but also 


Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 


$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 
separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
svlvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1954, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 

Lord Vanity (IIb) Shellabarger Nov. 
The Lady Arlington Kane Oct. 
Time and Time Again (Ila) Hilton Sept. 
The High and the Mighty (IIb) Gann May 
The Robe Douglas Oct., 1942 
The Female (IIb) Wellman Oct. 
Cry Uris May 
Cress Delehanty (Ila) West Jan. 
Life Worth Living (Ila) Sheen Nov. 


Maurois Dec. 


Lélia 
Churchill Jan. 


Triumph and Tragedy (Ila) 
The Age the Moguls 


Lindberg Sept. 
Holbrook Nov. 


for the religious and the For any easy but pithy 
synepsis apologetics there perhaps nothing better 
today than Off the Record, for provides everyone 
with something provocative and something enlighten- 
ing, and does disarming manner. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


White, Nelia Gardner 

Viking. Jan. 25, 1954. 214p. $3.00. 
Nelia Gardner White can always relied on. She 
knows how create atmosphere, how draw char- 
acters and how make them live. She knows how 
make goodness attractive, and she understands that 
possible write adult novel without loading 
with profanity, blasphemy and indecency. There 
very great deal charm this latest book hers, the 
story Ann Pilchard, the middle-aged visiting nurse 
small New England town, and the young stranger, 
John Jones, who stumbles into her house one day, 
delirious with pneumonia. When John recovers, 
begs stay for month Ann’s house refusing 
give the address anyone belonging him. All 
asks solitude and let alone. The book the 
story that month, featuring, course, the catty 
gossip and the friendly amusement among the towns- 
people, and, equally course, the dawning romance 
between cynical young war-widow, Gowan, and the 
cynical Mr. John Jones, their mellowing 
humanizing. also study the character 
Ann Pilchard, sharp-tongued and eccentric but utterly 
kind, and how the vivid memories her own unhappy 
girlhood help her understand the bitterness the 
lives others. 


very feminine book. People’s mental processes 
are torturous, always worrying for fear something they 
said might misinterpreted; but, since the story set 
town where female society predominates, that need 
not fault. Probably not many men will enjoy this 
novel; neither will those women who enjoy the school 
so-called “realism.” And, indeed, inevitable 
that Mrs. Gaskell’s “Cranford” and the novels Miss 
Alcott should come into one’s mind. But the book 


The Spare Room 


White Gordon Keelan 199 


deals with real problems, though perhaps small 
scale, and deals with them truth and decency. 
novel that can unreservedly recommended. 


Angela Cave, 
Manhattanville College, 
Purchase, New York 


* * * 


Gordon, Richard Doctor Sea 
Harcourt, Brace. Jan. 21, 1954. 191p. $3.00. 

Doctor Richard Gordon has twice revealed his literary 
funnybone, once Doctor the House and again 
Doctor Sea. Each copiously spiced with oblique 
and subtle humor. two excellent books already 
his credit, the author unlikely return British 
medical practice being ship’s doctor. Perhaps 
were better thus; writes well. 


Richard Gordon, the publisher states, the pseu- 
London physician who wrote Doctor the 
House while cargo ship enroute from London 
New York. But Doctor Sea the adventurous voy- 
age extends from Liverpool Santos—just south 
Buenos Aires and back London. 


The accident-prone Lotus doubly-wrecked, ofttimes- 
reconstructed albeit still-battered cargo and passenger 
vessel, presently without passenger list, for which 
Doctor Gordon signed Company articles order be- 
come ship’s doctor. 


The crew, including Captain the severest 
disasters overtake the Lotus since the 
crusty ever manned ship caroused port 
call. The adventures and venalities this “tiny float- 
ing community” hard-working, heavy drinking, 


women-chasing seamen are vividly narrated with 


economy words characteristic the better English 
writer. 


Through the eyes the doctor, the reader gets 
glimpse unsavory New Year’s Eve dance ship- 
board and more intimate view sensual dockside 
nightlife. The denouement comes when Captain Hogg 
meets with propitiously-timed accident falling 
down hatch and consequently disembarked 
Tenerife the Canaries. 


Despite its profanity and debauchery, both which 
are conspicously played down, Doctor Sea has 
great deal recommend for adult reading. 
adroitly written saga the sea and the merchant 
marine. story not easily laid aside and tale 
that will transport the reader entertaining and 
amusing evening’s voyage. 


William White, 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Keelan, The Catholic Bedside Book 
McKay. Jan. 15, 1954. 436 $4.50. 


This book really anthology Catholic life and 
belief all their phases—doctrine, history, liturgy, art, 
music, and others. not formally arranged text 
with the usual apparatus introductions, background, 
and notes. the contrary, have collection 
whose keynote informality, pointedness, provocative- 


charm 
both 
The 
the 
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ness. The title, Bedside Book, particularly honest 
and accurate characterization, for most selections run 
longer than page, single paragraph. They are 
adapted for reading bed for five minutes hour 
before sleep intervenes. bit reading very high 
quality. typical sampling the authors Martin- 
dale, Chesterton, Belloc, Newman, Knox, the early 
Fathers such Augustine, Tertullian, the modern 
Popes, and scattering poets and mystics. Having 
been compiled and originally published England, the 
work draws heavily the best writers that country, 
past and present. Its appeal should the mature 
and even scholarly reader, Catholic otherwise. The 
jacket recommends excellent gift the inter- 
ested non-Catholic, and can better than re- 
peat that judgment. One should not overlook dozen 
more full page, colored reproductions great 
religious paintings and told, this 
sampler book the best quality. 


Fr. Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


* * * 


Himes, Chester The Third Generation 
World Book. Jan. 11, 1954. 350p. $3.95. 

Chester Himes, Negro author, comes from Missouri. 
has published, besides many stories and articles, 
two other novels: Lonely Crusade 1947, and Cast 
the First Stone 1953. matter fact, the French 
edition Lonely Crusade—La Lee Gordon 
—was chosen among French critics, along with the 
works Hemingway, Faulkner, Wouk and Hersey, 
one the five best novels Americans published 
France 1952. Hence, Himes not newcomer 
the field contemporary literature, but sad see 
such writer use his talent lower his race. Truly 
when one closes his latest novel leaves bitter taste 
one’s mouth. 


What will the reaction prejudiced Southern 
toward the “Oh well, what can you expect from 
that race?” (Not use the pejorative term for Negro.) 
The Northerner will puzzled. good Negro will 
feel sense revolt toward the author and will re- 
pudiate the book. 


Lillian Taylor, beautiful woman, almost white, mar- 
ried man who was patient, wise, good and respected, 
but she saw him only short black man with wiry 
hair, simian body and bowed legs. stigma 
his blackness” haunted her. They had three children 
but her warped mind drove the family complete 
disaster. The story moves from the Mississippi coun- 
try Augusta, Georgia, then St. Louis, then 
Cleveland. The wife degenerates her husband from 
Professor Taylor waiter and, after her divorce, 
drunkard. The oldest child frees himself from the 
bondage this woman and never returns home. Wil- 


‘liam, who has become blind through accident, 


the only one who really does not desecrate himself. 
Charles the youngest boy and him the mother 
had focused all her love because his skin was 
lighter complexion (from his birth every night she had 
“massaged his scalp with warm olive oil and given 
hundred strokes with imported brush” that 


Himes Thibaut 


would have straight instead “kinky but 
turns out one the lowest animals depicted 
literature. 


The degraded treatment the peasantry Terre 
Zola not worse than the treatment accorded the 
Negro Third this book, Himes em- 
phasizes the lower and the coarser forms life; 
presents his characters fashion which often 
rejects ideals and sentiment. His mon- 
strous exaggerations create characters which, because 
their frequent deliberated bestiality, agonize before 
the reader’s eye. The dialogue and the descriptions 
are vulgar and obscene. Indeed, real tragedy 
when Negro author writes such vein his own 
race. Has any justification for the presentation 
this Not the opinion this reviewer, who 
has known the intimately for the past twenty 


years. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans 18, Louisiana 


Thibaut, Dom Raymund, ed. 

The Trinity Our Spiritual 
Anthology writings Dom Columba Marmion. New- 
man. Dec. 18, 1953. 284p. $3.50. 
Two years ago Dom Raymund Thibaut published 
excellent anthology from the notes, letters and ascetical 
works the late Dom Columba Marmion, and en- 
titled with the present book 
follows this same procedure and shows what his 
distinguished confrere taught about the Trinity and our 
spiritual life. 


the first part the Introduction, Dom Marmion 
gives brief explanation the one nature and 
three Persons the Godhead. Then points out the 
best methed honoring the Father, Son and the Holy 
Ghost. the conclusion this section the act 
consecration the Trinity that composed during 
the Christmas season 1908. 


The editor regards this consecration extremely im- 
portant the life Dom Marmion, “the beginning 
new stage his journey toward saintliness.” Despite 
its brevity contains wealth theological knowl- 
edge and excellent summary what thought 
and felt about the most sublime mystery our faith. 
That the reason why Dom Thibaut his book 
upon it. devotes separate chapter each phase 
this prayer and appropriate selections allows Dom 
Marmion become his own commentator. 


This book makes crystal clear that the Trinity not 
only the foundation all the other dogmas our 
faith but genuine piety well. likewise provides 
with abundant matter for serious reflection and with 
thoughts that will enable derive greater profit 
from the Mass and Holy Communion. almost 
every page are reminded some way other that 
our life must essentially supernatural one and that 
must perform all our actions out love for God 
and obedience His holy will. The last three chap- 
ters the Blessed Virgin Mary are among the most 
beautiful the book and prove that Mary’s pre-eminent 
dignity the Mother God places her “in special and 
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immutable relationship with each the Persons the 
Blessed Trinity.” 


can recommend this book without any hesitation 
priests, religious and lay-people. defines the doc- 
trine the Trinity and the principles the spiritual 
life that can readily grasped and con- 
tains the same time applications for every state 
life. are deeply grateful Dom Thibaut for the 
countless hours toil that must have spent edit- 
ing this book which will not only much good, but 
will also enhance the reputation Dom Marmion 
one the finest ascetical writers the twentieth 
century. 

Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 

Immaculate Conception Church, 

New York, New York 


Pohl, Frederick and Kombluth, 
Search the Sky 
Ballantine Books. Feb. 15, 1954. 165p. $0.35. 


Ross sensed phenomenon social decay Halsey’s 
Planet and when longline starship landed with 
message disaster after its hundreds-of-years voyage 
accepted the mission using faster-than-light ship 
discover what was wrong with the universe. After 
matriarchal planet and one where all divergence has 
been wiped out, finally comes earth, original 
colonizer all the planets, only discover race 
pleasure-seeking morons guarded few intelligent 
wardens. discovers the answer—inbreeding 
has led social sterility and the solution lies re- 
intermixing the races. The story suitable for adults. 


Padgett, Lewis Mutant 
Gnome, 1953. 210p. $2.75. 
Originally published pulp magazines, series 
stories concerning the appearance telepathic human 
mutants and their relationships with normal humans 
here collected into book form. The telepaths, being 
hairless, are easily recognizable, are suspected the 
normals and are constant danger mob action. 
They begin make adjustments and secure accept- 
ance the normals only find that variant muta- 
tion has arisen producing paranoid telepaths who wish 
rule the world. uncompromising struggle begins 
between the two mutant groups and the phases that 
struggle are the matter the stories. each case the 
paranoids almost succeed only blocked tempo- 
course the end the goodies solve the 
problem inventing inductor which makes all men 
telepaths and new area unity dawns the history 
the human race. Because certain naturalistic atti- 
tudes and the cheapness human life the book suit- 
able only for adults. 


Schachner, Nat Space Lawyer 


Gnome, 1953. 222p. $2.75. 


lawyer who known for his biographies Hamilton 
and Jefferson, Nat Schachner has also been science 
fiction writer for years. 


The series stories which 
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compose the present book were originally written for 
pulp magazines and deal with the adventures Kerry 
Dale, young lawyer fired Simeon Kenton from the 
legal department Kenton Space 
ing series legal gimmicks Schachner has Dale force 
Kenton eat crow. Dale ends full partner 
the enterprises and the boss’s son-in-law. The stories 
are tricky, adventurous, not very scientific, interesting 
and suitable for all classes readers. 


Howard, Robert The Coming Conan 


Gnome, 1954. 224p. $3.00. 


Robert Howard has projected series stories against 
background mythical Age culture, con- 
cerning brawling, lusty adventurer named Conan who 
fights his way from peasantry kingship. The present 
collection gives Conan’s early history professional 
thief, raider, pirate and The back- 
ground jumbled mixture primitive, feudal, mys- 
tical, magical and pseudo-scientific, being woven to- 
gether myths and legends from many sources. 
deal bloodshed and naturalistic sex renders the book 
suitable only for adults. 


Conklin, Groff, ed. 

Six Short Novels Science Fiction 
Dell. 1954. 384p. $0.35. 
so-called Dell First Edition, this only collection 
revised novelettes originally published magazines. 
Stuart Cloete leads off with The Blast, materialistic 
tale survivor atomic destruction. Heinlein con- 
tributes Coventry, tale “tomorrow’s methods 
correcting emotional instability” isolating the asocial 
individual world where order based might. 


Boucher’s time travel story with deus-ex- 
machina gimmick where one man dies change the 
sequence time events and save democracy. Blish’s 
Surface Tension the best the lot; group 
human animalcules break out their watery environ- 
ment and meet the problems what them space. 
Leinster’s Other World blood and thunder tale 
more primitive world, paralleling and preying upon 
our own. 


Sturgeon’s Maturity tells superman arising from 
treatment designed correct hormonal imbalance and 
after discovering that maturity 
enough any experience. 


far these novelettes attempt significance, they 
limp—but examples modern science fiction and 
fairly interesting reading they are worth the cost 
the book. Because many attitudes toward problems 
life they should, however, restricted 
adults. 


REPRINTS 
Brande, Dorothea Wake and Live! 
Pocket Books, 1953. 107p. $0.25. 


reprint book first published January, 1936. 
Miss Brande makes the discovery that she has been 
working subconsciously with the will failure, instead 
the determination succeed. She, therefore, sets 
twelve “disciplines” for herself, order that she 
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might live and work more successfully and happily. 
The purpose this book help others achieve what 
she has done. She inquires into the causes failure 
and tells the importance the will accomplishing 
what one must do. 


Although these would quite time con- 
suming, the Catholic reader will feel that some- 
thing has known all along. 


Great Escapes 
Selected and edited Basil Davenport. 
1953. 410p. $0.35. 


reprint book formerly published November, 
1952. These are highly dramatic scenes taken from 
literary accounts famous adventures, 
editor has summarized and condensed 
certain parts order keep the narratives brief but 
well told. The reader introduced several classic 


Pocket Books, 


Great Escapes Ferber 


Best 


writers whose works may wish pursue later 
date. 


The selections from Casanova are actually taken from 
his the original the Roman 


Index Forbidden Books, the parts used here seem 
quite harmless morals. 


* * 


Ferber, Edna Giant 
Pocket Books, 1954. 389p. $0.35. (Original Doubleday 
edition, 1952, reviewed vol. 12, no. 13, Oct. 1952, 
136.) 

This bold, clear and brave novel pathetic 
ness and staggering bigness. The “giant” the story 
Texas, and the tale woven about Leslie Benedict, who 
comes from Virginia marry the rich ‘and fabulously 
powerful rancher, Bick Benedict, drawn with the 
brazen strokes stage-scene painter. There’s not 
thing wrong with the Ferber always good 
reading. 
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